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COUNTY OF MEREFORD > 
‘MEETING. 


Tis affair is, on various ac- 
counts, oné of the most important 
that has taken place in the king- 
dom. It is a fair opening of the 
deadly dispute between the Land 
and the Funds. 
stances are interesting ; but, there 
are facts, which it is of the greatest 


All the circum- 


importance to put into black and 
white. At Norwich the noise pre- 
vented all discussion. The land 
and the funds had nething said 
for either: At Hereford the land 
spoke out; and, what it said was 
decisive to the point.—It shall be 
my business here to give a fair 
account of what the land said by 
the many mouths that were opened 
for it. I shall begin by inserting 
the articles written, the first at 
Reading, the second in Fileet- 
street, and the third at Kensington. 


ie 


‘These contain an account of the 
intrigues and maneuvres, and 
show how the affair was managed. 
After these will come the four 
papers presented to the meeting. 
Then will come a sketch of the 
debate. It was my intention to 
give the whole of my speech ; but, 
that would shut out the speeches 
of others ; and I must not do this ; 
because those speeches will be 
found to inculcate the justice and 
necessity of the main part of the 
measures that I have always re- 
commended. Those speeches will 
show that the land-people are 
anxious to go even farther than 
i have ever proposed to go with 
regard to the interest of the debt. 


] As to the petition, it is a matter 


of little consequence whether mine 
or Mr. Charlton’s were carried, 
or, whether any were carried. 
The important point is, whether. 
the land-people adopted my doc- 
trines; and this point will be 
found to have been clearly settled. 
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Reading, Saturday Merning, 
18th Jan. 1822. 


Tuis Meeting, agreeably Lo ap- 
pointment, was held yesterday ; 
and the result was such as to give 
me the greatest satisfaction. Here 
the merits of the Norfolk Petition 
were fairly tried, as far, at any 
pate, as a hearing of me in sap- 
port of that petition could go. 
The Meeting was appointed for 
half after eleven o'clock. The 
time was pretty puactually at- 
tended to; and the ‘Lord Lieu- 
tenant took the Chair in a few 
minutes after that time. There 
was (with the interruption of 
perhaps half an hour) speaking, 
by some one or other, going on 
from the opening of the meeting 
uniil half past 4 o'clock. 1 do not 
recollect ever having seen a 
county meeting of such long du- 
ration ; and though disorder, as 
will by and by be seen, prevailed 
towards the close, the meeting 
was, upon the whole, very or- 
derly, and the conduct of the 
Chairman, Earl Somers, worthy 
of unqualified praise, ‘till just 2 
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did more in the way of fairness 
than I confess I could have ex- 
pected, all the circumstances 
considered. 

The reader will please to con- 
sider how much space and time 
is required to write any thing like 
a correct account of four hours and 
a half of speaking. He will also 
have the goodness to recollect, 
that I quitted the Meeting at 
Hereford at half after four yes- 
terday in the afternoon, and that 
[ am how writing at Reading at 


19 o'clock in the morning. To 


give areport of speeches is im- 
possible in the paper of to-day. 
I must confine myself to a mere 
narrative, and even as a narrative 
it must be very short. Amongst 
the gentlemen who had signed 
the requisition for the County 
Meeting, were a Mr. Patteshall 
and Sir Hungerford Hoskyns.— 
These gentlemen, who are of the 
Pitt faction, and who lately, I 
believe, made rather a conspicu- 
ous figure at a Pitt Club Dinner, 
had a set of Resolutions pre- 
pared. These were read to the 
meeting by the former of these 
gentlemen, who then moved the 
first of them, and was seconded 
"by the Barovet before mentioned. 
Upon the moving of this reso- 





lution, I proposed:to, set the re- 





the last ; and even then, he really » > , 
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Mution aside, and that the meet- 
a should adopt the petition 
hich will be found below, in the 

“me words with the Norfolk 
Metition, with one introductory 





ragraph which was not in that 
Petition. This was seconded by 
r. Palmer, of Bollitree Castle ; 
he did so, because in his opinion 


















YR contained the only true cescrip- 
7 on of the state of the country, 
and pointed out the only effectual 
measures for relieving it from that 
ate. He particularly observed, 
that at the present moment there 
Was the most imperious call upon 
the worthy landlords of his county 
q "to lower their rents; and that, 
" * too, down to nothing short of the 

) standard of 1790. He concluded 
by declaring in the most solemn 
“manner, his resolution, before he 
"would suffer the last acre to be 
"taken from him, if there were the 
> jaw-bone of an ass to be found, ‘tu 
) fight for it. 





- 


The same course was not pur- 
" sued that was pursued at Nor- 
) Wich. I was heard, and with great 
attention, by all parties, for the 
space of about an hour; long 
before the end of which, I clearly 
saw that an immense majority of 
the meeting was with me. When 
the. Lord Lieutenant was about 


to put the question as proposed 
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by me, and which, if it had been 
put to the meeting, would at once 
have carried the petition, a Mr. 
Smithies, who they tell me is a 
sort of parson-farmer, and one of 
that ridiculous factiun who still 
call themselves Whigs, got up and 
proposed, without order, without 
method, without, as the saying is, 
either rhyme or reason, a petition 
that he had drawn up, and the bare 
reading of which was quite suffi- 
cient, for its fate was decided in 
the laugh which it excited ; and it 
was-never thought of afterwards. 
What sort of aman this Smithies 
was, and.what degree of atten- 
tion he was worthy of, the reader 
will know at once, when I tell 
him that he had no argument to 
offer in opposition to the petition ; 
but that, almost the whole of his 
speech consisted in personal in- 
vective against. me, just in the 
same blackguard language that 
is used on the same subject and 
with the same view by the trad- 
ing company of men and women 
who own the Old Times. Smithies 
was followed by a sort of Barris- 
ter, they say he is, from Leomin- 
ster, whose name they told me was 
Davis. This man went en much 
in the same strain with Smithies ; 
but with. this improvement in point 
of meanness (true lawyer so far). 
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that he brought out an old Regis- 
) G2 - 
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ter, in which I had censured and 
ridiculed the farmers. The con- 
duct of these men seemed to excite 
great and general contempt and 
disgust, and appeared to be par- 
ticularly offensive to the Lord Lieu- 
tenant, who, as far as one could 
judge from looks and gestures, felt 
himself exceedingly insulted by 
their ribaldry. Mr. Knight, Mr. 
Charlton, Mr. Clive, and even 
Mr. Lilly, who had occasion to 
speak afterwards, all of them took 
occasion to express, in terms more 
or less strong, their disapprobation 
of the conduct of these two men, 
who were incessantly hissed and 
reprobated by a large part of the 
meeting. 

The next step as to the proceed- 
ings of the day, was a Petition 
presented to the Meeting by Mr. 
Charlton, a copy of which will be 
found below. The Lord Lieute- 
nant now found himself with three 
amendments, one succeeding the 
other, before him. The course he 
had to pursue was to put the last 
amendment first; and upon his 
putting that amendment, [ offered 
myself to speak. It was growing 
late, and therefore my intention 
was merely to give a little lashing 
to Smithies and Davis for the bru- 
tal part of their conduct, forming, 
as it did, so strikifig a contrast 
with that of every gentleman who 











had spoken; but, they and other 
had taken care that I should have 
no opportunity of replying. A 
noise was set up the moment | 
began to speak, and, which was 
singularly disgusting, amongst the 
most clamorous for my not being 
heard, were these two very dirty 
men. The Lord Lieutenant ad- 


dressed the meeting several times, © — 
explained to thenr how clear it | 


was that I had a right to be heard; 
and at last he said, ‘“* Mr. Cobbett 


“will judge for himself whether | 3 


‘* it be discreet under the present 
* circumstances of the meeting to 
“insist upon his right; but it is 
‘“*my duty to declare to the meel- 
‘ing, and I do declare, that he 
** has that right.” 

The noise, however, and inter- 
ruption continued; but, while it 
was going on, a very curious pro- 
ceeding was taking place between 
the two factions; and the result 
was no less than a coalition be- 
tween the two ; a coalition between 
the Pittites and the Whigs; the 
object of which coalition was, the 
preventing of my petition trom be- 
ing adopted by the meeting. The 
coalition having been formed, and 
the parts all arranged, Mr. Pat- 
teshall, who had moved the first 
resolution, rose, and moved fot 
leave to withdraw that resolution 


in order that his partisans might 
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join with the Whigs with the view 
of carrying the petition tendered 
) by Mr. Charlton. This motion of 
“Mr. Patteshall for withdrawing 
;. having been seconded, it was car- 
*vied—There, then, in that very 
, carrying, was my petition made 
" the petition of the meeting. The 


reader will observe that my mo- 


tion was that this petition supply 
’ the place of that resolution. The 
words of my motion were, “ That 
“the Petition now read be the 


“ Petition of this Meeting.” This 


was an Amendment upon: Mr. 
Patteshall’s Resolution; and the 
meeting having voted that that 
resolution should be withdrawn, 
that very vote made the petition 
the petition of the meeting.— 
Here, then, was most curiously 
disorderly work, for here was a 
petition carried; absolutely made 
the petition of the meeting ; and, 
yet, the Lord Lieutenant proceeded 
to put Mr. Charlton’s petition as an 
amendment upon my petition! By 
this time, however, the confusion 
and uproar became so great, that 
no man, who was not close to the 
Lord Lieutenant, could tell what 
was going on. In this state of 
confusion, his Lordship put Mr. 
Charlton’s petition in the affirma- 
live, and, as near as I could guess, 
about a fifth part of the hands were 
held up for it. He then in great 
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haste put it in the negative, before 
the hands were takcn down, and 
without any explanation whatever 
as to what was doing. Much the 
same number of hands were still 
held up, and had been kept up all 
the time, but his Lordship declared 
the motion to be carried in the af- 
firmative ; and, in the same breath 
declared the meeting dissolved, 
and at the very instant hastily got 
out of the Chair and leftthe Hall! 
—So great was his precipitation, 
and such was the state of irregu- 
larity and confusion, that a motion 
which was afierwards made for 
signing the petition, and another 
motion for- the county members 
presenting the petition, were, in 
fact, no motions at all. The Chair 
was empty ; the Meeting was dis- 
solved, before these motions were 
made. There was no perso who 
had authority to put them. They 
were nugatory. They were no- 
thing at all, any more than the - 
noise of the ballad-singer in the 
street. And, in all probability, 
the Lord Lieutenant, when he re- 
flects on these things, will not put 
his name to such a petition; and 
the County Members, who were 
both present, can, Ff am certain, 
never tell the House of Commons 
that Mr, Charlton’s petition was 
the petition of the county. of 
Hereford. 
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The cause of all this precipita- 
tien and confusion was, as the 
reader will clearly see, to avoid a 
clear putting of my petition to the 
meeting. The meeting, not duly 
apprized of what was going on, 
were waiting to hear my petition 
put to them, and they were utterly 
astonished when they saw the Lord 
Lieutenant go away. The coa- 
lesced Whigs and Pittites could 
see clearly that they did not dare 
suffer the meeting to understand 
what was going on. Their object 
was, therefore, to set my petition 
aside by a species of hubbub-like 
proceeding ; but, they did not ad- 
vert to the effect which the with- 
drawing of Mr. Pattesball’s reso- 
lution had wpon my petition ; and 
they appear to have overlooked (in 
their haste to get the Lord Lieu- 
tenant out of the Chair) the awk- 
ward circumstance, that now there 
is no petition, ordered to be signed 
or to be presented to the Parlia- 
ment. Any resolutions that they 
might pass, in their junto at that 
end of the gallery ; any resolutions 
that they may pretend to have 
passed, they can never fasten upon 
the meeting ; for, the meeting was 
dissolved. The very instant my 
Lord Somers said “ I declare the 
motion carried,” in the very same 
breath he said, “ and 1 declare 
thismeeting dissolved.” His words 





were all one sentence, the two part 
connected by the copulative con. 
junction and. There is no peti. 
tion voted, except mine ; and there 
is no petition at all ordered to be 
signed or ordered to be presented 
to the Parliament. The meeting 
was dissolved, and the Chairman 
gone, before any such motions 
were made ; and, most certainly, 


if the petition of Mr. Charlton be | 


presented to the House of Com- 


stating these circumstances. 


However, something of much 
more importance than this little 
tricking took place at the meet- 
ing. In the first place, every do- 
cument presented to the meeting, 
from whatever party, proposed, in 
some shape or other, to reduce the 
interest of the National Debt; 
every speaker (I do not include 
Smithies and Davis) spoke in fa- 
vour of reduction of the interest of 
the deht; the Norfolk Petition was 
canvassed in all its parts; and 
every one of the speakers said 
(even Mr. Lilly) that he saw init 
a great deal to approve of; the 
greater part said, that they saw 
but very little to disapprove of; 
and the main argument against ils 
adoption was, its having been tea- 
dered by a person not connec tedwi th 





the county. I shall show, another 





mons, I shall, along with others, rm 
present a petition to the House | 











’ time, how different was the opinion 
' of the meeting at large. I have 
shown by what coalition and tricks 
the fairly putting of the petition 
was avoided. But I wish the reader 
to bear in mind what I have here 
stated respecting the sentiments of 
the speakers with regard to that 
petition. One dissented from the 
proposition with regard to the 
Church Property ; but another as- 
sented to that; another said no- 
thing about the Crown-lands; but 
another was for selling, not only 
the Crown-lands, but the Corpora- 
Se that there was 
not one single proposition in the 
Norfolk Petition, which was not, 
first or last, sanctioned by some 
one or other of these coalesced 
parties... We only wanted Mr. Ri- 
cardo, the Edinburgh Reviewers, 
and the rest of the Scotch Econo- 
mists, at Hereford. They would 
have seen us striving very hard 
against one another about trifles ; 
about who should get his petition 
carried or his resolution adopted ; 
but they would have found us all 
unanimity and harmony as to tlie 
reduction of the interest of ‘the 
debt, . 
I have no time for any thing more 
at present. I had appointed to dine 
_ with the farmers here at Reading 
to-day, before I heard any thing 
about the Herefordshire Meeting ; 
and I am come, to-be as good -as 
my word. But I cannet conclude,’ 


tion-lunds also. 


Janvary 25, 1828. 









‘was such as did him great honour. 


He should, perhaps, have staid and 
have seen the question fully and 
fairly put to the meeting ; but when 
I consider the state of confusion in 
which things were, and when: I 
consider other circumstances con- 
nected with the situation of his 
Lordship, I must say, that I see 
every reason to applaud, and ao 
reason to censure his conduct. 


Wu. COBBETT. 





183, Fleet-street, Monday Morning, 
20th Jan. 1823. 


Tue reporter has made a mis- 
take in the names in two instances. 
It was not Mr. Patmore, but Mr. 
Patteshall. It was not Mr. Tho- 
mas Andrenight ; but Mr. Thomas 
Andrew Knight, who is very well 
known as the ingenious gentle- 
‘wan who is president of the Hor- 
ticultural Society: Mr. James 
Phillips is said to have seconded 
Mr, Charlton; but it was Sir 
James Phillips, The report in 
the Morning Chronicle is, as far 
as it goes, fair: though, as we 
shall by-and-by see, there is.a 
very material error as to results. 
There are some errors in the 
Morning Chronicle. But, they 
are such. errors, as. it-is, next to 
impossible to avoid in such eases. 
In the report of my own speech, 





however, without saying, that the’ 
conduct of the Lord Lieute 


for. instance, | am made to. sey 
things which I did net eay, 
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while a very large part of what I 
did say is omitted. It is also sard 
in this paper, that the gentleman 
who seconded me, Mr. William 
Palmer, was heard with strong 
marks of disapprobation. The 
contrary of this is the truth. Mr. 
Palmer is known to the whole 
county, and in the whole county 
there cannot be one single man 
who is more respected than he is. 
It is impossible to say more in his 
praise, and every man in the 
county will say that this is strictly 
true. At present, all that I shall 
do is, to prove the truth of the 
above narrative wrilten at Read- 
ing. This is of great importance 
to the whole country ; because, 
upon the putting of Mr. Charl- 
ton’s petition, the confusion was 
so great that it was impossible for 
the meeting to know what was 
really doing. If that account be 
true, there is no petition ordered 
by the countu to be presented to 
the Parliament. If that account 
be true, there is no petition order- 
ed by the county to be signed by 
the Lord Lieutenant. If that 
account be true, there is, in fact, 
no petition that can come from 
that meeting regularly authen- 
ticated to the Parliament.—Now, 
then, what are the proofs that I 
have to produce of the truth of 
that account? The reader will 
observe that I am going to bring 
forward three witnesses ; the 
Morning Chronicle, who is a 
very indifferent friend; and the 
trading companies of the Old 
Times and the Morning Herald, 
who are very eager enemies. 
Each of these rs had a re- 
porter at ds ; and each of 
them has published a report of 
the proceedings there; each of 
them has published the account 
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brought them by their reporter. 
It we take the account of any one 
it would seem that my account as 
to the confusion at the close, was 
not correct ; but we must take the 
evidence of the three witnesses ; 
all of whom speak from notes 
made upoa the spot, you will ob- 
serve. We must take the evi- 
dence of the three; and if we 
find that no two of them agree, as 
to plain and short ma‘ters of fact, 
our conclusion MUST be, that 
there is falsehood somewhere 
amongst them.» They are all 
willing witnesses ; they would all 
establish that which would be 
against my statement. However 
they may disagree with one ano- 
ther in-wishes as to other matters, 
they all agree in wishes hostile to 
me. If, therefore we find, that 
no two of them tell the same story; 
and if we find them contradicting 
each other, we must set their ac- 
count dowti as false. Now, then, 
to the evidence.—To begin with 
the Morning Chronicle, it says, 
that “ the Chairman said, the pe- 
‘ tition having been adopted by a 
majority, | have now only to 
dissolve this meeting. His 
Lordship then left the Chair, 
‘and thanks having been voted 
‘to him, the meeting was dis- 
solved.” The Old Times,says . 
that “ the Chairman having left 
‘* the Chair, aud having first dis 
‘* solved the meeting, it was then 
‘* (that is to say afterwards) mo- 
“ved by Mr. Charlton that the 
petition should be signed by 
the Chairman in behalf of the 
meeting and also by such other 
freeholders as thought pro- 
per to sign it; and that it 
was further moved and vo- 
“ted that the two Members 
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«“ it to the House of agg eS 
‘‘ and that Earl Somers should 
‘ present it to the House of Lords.” 
About all this motion making and 
voting the Mornin7 Chronicle says 
not a single word ; and yet its re- 
orter sat there with pencil and 
ook in hand; and these things 
were very material, because, 
without these motions, the whole 
of the proceedings became nuga- 
tory —The Morning Herald has 
quite another version of the mat- 
ter.. It says that “* the Chairman 
‘« declared Mr Charlton’s petition 
“to have been adopted by the 
“ meeting, and further declared 
*“ that the business of the meeting 
‘“« was ended ; and he immediate- 
* ly left the Chair.—( Now, mind. ) 
“After this the petition was 
“QRDERED TO BE CIR- 
« CULATED THROUGHOUT 
“THE COUNTY FOR SIG- 
“ NATURES!” It is. evident 
from all three of the accounts, 
that nothing could be ordered by 
the meeting ; for that the meet- 
ing was DISSOLVED, and the 
Chairman gone away ; but here 
is the Morning Herald declaring 
that the motion was and that the 
vote was for circulating the peti- 
tion through the county for signa- 
tures; while the Old Times as- 
serts that the motion and vote were 
for the signing of the petition by 
the Noble Chairman in behalf’ of 
the meeting ; and while the Morn- 
ang Chronicle as good as says that 
no motion of the kind was made 
and no vote taken; for it says, 
that “ his Lordship then left the 
Chair; and thanks having been 
“voted to him, the meeting was 
“ dissolved.” Here, then, are 
three stories, each of them giving 
the lie to the other two! In what 
& pretty state men’s properties 
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and lives would be, if evidence 
like this were to be received as 
truth! The fact, then, as stated by 
me, remains uncontradicted ; the 
fact that there is no petition which 
the meeting has ordered to be 
presented to the Parliament ; and 
also that’ there is no petition 
which the meeting has requested 
any body to sign; for, observe, 
every one of these papers agree 
in the fact stated by me ; that the 
meeting was dissolved, and the 
Chair vacated in the very same 
breath that the Chairman declared 
Mr Charlton’s petition to be car- 
ried.—What is the conclusion? 
There were three reporters with 
book and pencil in hand making 
notes Howcame they to give three 
different accounts! They were sit- 
ting all together upon one bench, 
close hehind the Chairman. How 
came they to write down three dif- 
ferent accounts ' Two of them must 
have written down falsehoods. 
Did they write them down in- 
tentionally ; or have the trading 
companies written them for them 
in London! No matter. Two out 
of three must have told lies. 
Have they told the lies intention- 
ally, or, have they told them in 
consequence of the confusion that 
prevailed, and which prevented - 
them from finding out what was 
really going on! No matter; 
again I say no matter. Two out 
of the three, at least, have told 
falsehoods. Neither puts a name 
to what he writes or publishes, 
I put my name and I appeal to 
all the persons present. Their 
account cannot be believed ; and 
that my account is true will be 
believed by every manin the king- 
dom that reads it. In the narra- 
tive from Reading, I stated that 
the two factions having coalesced ; 





A 























211 


having formed a coalition in ‘the 
hope of being able to overpower 
my petition, my petition became 
carried by the withdrawing of the 
resolution of Mr. Patteshall. 
All the three accounts agree that 
the resolution, to which my peti- 
tion was an amendment, was 
withdrawn before Mr. Charlton's 
petition was put. I called out 
at the time, ‘then my petition is 
earried!” And, certainly it was 
carried, the moment the meeting 
voted the withdrawing of the re- 
solution to which it was an amend- 
ment. In giving the report of 
the proceedings, these honest 
witnesses forgot that they were 
establishing this fact ; and if they 
had not forgotten it they would 
have found it very difficult indeed 
to disfigure it. The reader will 
perceive how true it was, as 
stated in my account from 
Reading, that all the sets 
of propositions presented to the 
meeting, contained a prayer for 
reduction of the interest of ‘the 
debt. The reader will also see 
that every one of the speakers 
expressed a wish to see the inter- 
est of the debt reduced. He 
will also see, that even the bit- 
terest of my opponents expressly 
declared, that in the main they 
agreed with the Norfolk petition. 
The reader will see further that 
it is | who have caused this grand 
stir and discussion in the distant 
county of Hereford; and, when 
he looks well through the whole 
of the proceedings ; when he con- 
siders the jealousy, envy and ma- 
lice of the trading companies, and 
the strong desire they have to 
give — and a colouring to 
every thing against me ; when he 
considers well the circumstances 
ef the confusion that prevailed at 
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the putting of Mr. Charlton’s pe- 
tition; of the hasty retreat of the 
Chairman from the Chair ; of the 
unfinished manner in which the 
business was left; of the want of 
authority to sign or to present the 
petition; when he considers all 
these circumstances, and sees the 
proof of the falsehoods contained 
in the reports of the trading com- 
panies, who join dealings in news 
to dealings in stocks; when he 
considers all these circumstances, 
he will be perfectly satisfied that 
my petition, which really was car- 
ried by the withdrawing of the 
resolution of Patteshall, would, if 
it had been fairly put to the meet- 
ing, have been carried by a ma- 
jority of four to one. For such I 
declare to be the fact, if that fact 
be to be inferred from the number 
of hands held up for Mr. Char!- 
ton’s petition. There now remains 
to make a decent little exposure 
of certain things that did not come 
before the meeting, relative to my 
conduct at Hereford. For this 
exposure I have not room to-day. 
If Mr. Charlton should ovr | 
thing unpleasant in it to imsell, 
the fault will be his and not mine. 
He must not sup that I am 
to suffer the trading companies to 
make use of his name, and, in 
some sort, with his authority, too, 
~~ the purpose ‘of aspersing me. 
must make the consequences 
fall upon himself; and, as to 
Messrs. Noodle and Doodle, they 
will, of course, not expect to 
escape from the whip that 
- have made for themselves. 
tis v easy to a score or 
two of ‘fellows to te a noise in 
a hall; but Mr. Chariton and 
Mr. Patteshall, coalesced as they 
are; will find that there are eomse- 
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of long duration, attending every 
attempt at foul play. Before. I 
have done with Mr. Charlton, I 
shall, I think, convince him that 
he would have been wise to re- 
main at Brighton or to have acted 
a much fairer part at Hereford.— 
To show what credit is due to any 
thing stated by the trading com- 
panies, let us take two passages 
trom the Old Times of this day. 
That trading company asserts, in 
one part of its report, that ] made 
every effort on Thursday night to 
obtain some communication with 
the gentlemen of the county who 
meant to take a part in the meet- 
ing; but that my efforts were 
received with scern, and that 
none of them would hold any com- 
munication with me. The very 
same trading company, in iis re- 
port of Mr. Knight's speech, has 
this passage «He (Mr. Knight) 
“wished very much that Mr. 
 Cobbett had shewn him his peti- 
“ tion last night. He should like 
“to see two or three‘parts of it 
“expunged, particularly that re- 
“specting the rents; for how 
‘“* could those be diminished, and 
“ the landlord still open to every 
“other claim?” Now, then, 
what a liar this trading company 
is; what shocking liars must have 
been at work here! The whole 
appears to have been written by 
the reporter: and what a man 
must this reporter be ; what shock- 
ing wretches this company must 
have in its employ, when this 
same man, after having heard 
and written down this declaration 
of Mr, Knight, could afterwards 
deliberately put upon paper the 
statement respecting the efforts I 
made and the scorn with which 
they were met by the country 
gentlemen !—The ‘truth is, how- 
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ever, that this latter part was not 
the writing of the reporter, ex- 
cept by command from the trading 
company. The reporter knew it 
to be false, but his vile employers 
made him write it, if he did write 
it, to answer their p 
The public may be satisfied, that 
the trading companies are in a 
very desperate way. The strug- 
gle is between them and me; and 
{ venture to predict that their 
trade will be destroyed; aye, 
actually destroyed, before this 
day two years.—I made no efforts 
to have communication with any 
body. Efforts were made to have 
communication with me. The 
history ‘of these efforts is as yet 
unknown to the yeomanry of 
Hereford in general. To-morrow 
they will be made fully known to 
the whole country. 


Wn. COBBETT. 


u ed 





TO THE 
YEOMANRY 
OF THE 


COUNTY OF HEREFORD, 


Kensington, 21st January, 1823, 
GENTLEMEN, 


In two articles, one dated from 
Reading, on Saturday last, and 
one dated in Fleet-street yester- 
day, 1 gave: the true history of 
what actually passed at the Meet- 
ing of last Friday. In those arti- 
cles, which I shall send to be cir- 


culated throughout the county, 
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along with this, ina cheap form, 
I give an account of all that the 
meeting could see and hear ; and 
therefore, those may suffice for 
such of the Yeomen as were not 
present at the meeting. But, 
certain other things took place, 
with regard to me, which, even 
those that were present at the 
meeting could not be informed 
of. The trading companies that 
carry on the London press, insti- 
gated possibly by Messrs. Patte- 
shall and Charlton; or, if not in- 
stigated by them, making use of 
their names; these trading com- 
panies have represented things in 
a false light.« It is necessary that 
the whole country should know 
the exact truth; but it is more 
particularly necessary that you 
should know it. 

Mr. Patteshall interrupted me 
at the meeting, and bade me re- 
collect what passed last niyht. 
The trading company that sell 
a newspaper, called the Old 
Times, have made this the foun- 
dation for saying, that Patteshall 
had sent me a challenge the night 
before and made me crouch to 
him. The facts are as follows :| 
In the evening of Thursday, at 
the Hotel, I received a very 
rude and stupid note from this 
apparently very silly man. The 
note requested me to go to his 
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room immediately and to take 
a witness along with me, I an- 
swered in writing, that I had not 
the pleasure to know any thing of 
Mr. Patteshall; but that, being 
in the Hotel with Mr Palmer of 
Bollitree, we should have no ob- 


jection to the honour of a call 


from Mr. Patteshall Soon after, 
appeared a tall deaf man of the 
name of Thomas, with a message 
from Patteshall, to this effect, that 
he, Patteshall, had been informed 
that I had exhibited him and Sir 
Hungerford Hoskyns, in a con- 
temptible light, and had compared 
them to ‘* Noodle and Doodle ;” 
and that he wanted to know from 
me whether that was really the 
case. My answer was, * I do not 
recollect any thing at all about a 
Mr.Patteshall.” Thomas appeared 
to me to be in liquor, of which he 
smelt very strong, and which smell 
was extremely offensive to me, as 
I was obliged to put my face near 
him to make him hear me. I 
have since understood that a sort 
of shaking which I perceived in 
his head might have proceeded 
from some bodily ailment; and, 
therefore, the awkward appear- 
ances about him might not have 
proceeded from drinking ; though, 
I must say, that the whole of the 
transaction bore the appearance 
of pot valour rather than any 
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thing else. After he was gone, I 
observed to Mr. Palmer, that I 
had never called either of the two 
by any nick name; on which he 
observed that I had mentioned 
them in an article about the 
County Meeting; but that he had 
seen nothing of the kind mention- 
ed by Thomas. Thomas re-ap- 
peared in about a quarter of an 
hour with a paper -in his hand, 
asking me if I would have any 
objection to sign it, saying that it 
contained merely what I had 
stated about the “ Noodle and 
Doodle.” He held out the pa- 
per towards me; I flicked it 
back with the back of my hand, 
and said I will sign nothing; I 
know nothing of Patteshall; I 
care nothing about him; I will do 
nothing about him; and pray go 
and tell him not to bother me. 
There ended the affair with, Pat- 
teshall; except that he after- 
wards sent a note to say that 
though I had not signed the pa- 
per, the declaration I had made, 
amounted to the same thing. And 
this was what Patteshall alluded 
to in the Hall, when he said “ re- 
member last night.” This decla- 
ration was: I do not recollect 
ever having called him and Sir 
Hungerford Hoskyns, Noodle and 
Doodle. The truth is, I never 
had; but the Morning Chronicle 





25, 1823. 218 


had, as I have found, since [ 
came to London.- Now, then, 
what a precious silly man this 
Patteshall must be! There he is, 
called Noodle or Doodle, in the 
Morning Chronicle. The thing 
fas forgotten. It never would 
have been noticed again; but 
he must needs stir it . up, 
and make it matter of notoriety all 
over the country. As to Sir Hun- 
gerford Hoskyns, he appears to 
have acted a very prudent part. 
He said nothing at all about the 
matter ; and it is rather hard upon 
him to be dragged forth and im- 
mortalized in this manner by Pat- 
teshall. To be sure, when one 
considers the figure that these 
gentlemen made at the meeting ; 
the speeches they made there; and 
the withdrawing of the resolutions 
by Patteshall, one cannot be much 
surprised at the similie made use 
of by the Morning Chronicle ; 
but, if the names of Noodle and 
Doodle should happen to stick to 
these gentlemen for the remainder 
of their lives, they will have to_ 
thank for it the rudeness and stu- 
pidity of Patteshall, and of his 
very suitable messenger, Mr. 
Thomas. | 

_ There ends that matter, except 
that it is necessary to notice that » 
the trading company of the Old 
Times, who are endeavouring to 
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keep their concern on its legs a 
little longer by abuse of me; ex- 
cept that it is necessary to notice 
that this trading company has 
represented, that Patteshall made 
me crouch to him; when the facts, 
as above stated, and for the truth 
of which, I appeal to Mr. Palmer, 
show that I treated Patteshall and 
his messenger with suitable dis- 
dain. It comes out, rather awk- 
wardly; too, that the thing, at 
which this silly man took offence, 
appeared in the Morning Chro- 
nicle, and in yo publication that 
I have any thing to do with— 
The malice of my opponents is 
generally conspicuous enough; 
but still, their folly; their stupi- 
dity are more conspicuous ; and 
these it is, indeed, which makes 
me their master. Wide as are 
their channels of misrepresenta- 
tion and falsehood ; loud as is the 
clamour which they raise ; decided 
as frequent! yappears theirtriumph 
for a day or two, at the end of 
about ten days, I am always sure 
to come off victorious. 


Having done with Mr. Patte- 
shall, I now come to Mr. Charlton, 
with whom I find fault, not so 
much for what he did say, as for 
what he did not say. I could ob- 
serve upon the meanness of the 
coalition between the Whigs and 
the Pittites. I could observe upon 


the jesuitical contrivance of Mr. 
Cuive. I could observe upon 
the abandonment of principle, by 
both factions, in order to make up 
a confusion and to set aside the 
decision which they clearly saw 
the meeting had in contempla- 
tion. 1 could observe on the 
exact similarity between the 
movements of these factions, in 
their petty form at Hereford, and 
the movements of the same fac- 
tions in their grand conclave else- 
where. Quarrel they will with 


one another. Hate they will 


one another, Despise and abhor 


they will one another. Almost 
poison the rivers and the wells 
to destroy one another; but join 
they will, close as dearest friends 
and relations, when the ob- 
ject is to do that which is hos- 
tile to them both; that is to 
say, that which is good for the 
people at large. They are two 
bands, each of which wishes to 
get possession of the good things ; 
and, therefore, though they hate 
one another, they will always join 
against any one who wishes to 
put an end to the good things 
themselves. 

Mr. Cuartron is represented, 
by the reports in the newspapers, 
to have said that he lamented that 
the proposition made by me, had 
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man better known to the county. 
This he did say. He said, further, 
that the county ought to agree to 
his propositions, in preference to 
those of Mr. Cobbett ; because he 


> Mr. Chariton, was better known 


only argument. 


’ tothe county. When he spoke a 
; 4 second time, this was, indeed, his 


He affected, in- 
deed, to disapprove of the mean 
conduct of Smithies and Davis ; 


. : q but still he urged the meeting not 
S| __ to take my petition, because it was 
4 proposed by me. He further said, 


_ in one part of his speech, that he 


could say that it was Mr. Cos- 
BETT’s own opinion that it would 
be better for a petition to come 


. ' from some gentleman better known 





to be connected with the county. 
It is clear that he formed his coa- 
lition with the Pittites to avoid 
what he called the disgrace which 
would fall upon the county if my 
petition were adopted, and if (as 


must be the case) the world were 


left to believe that no gentleman 
in the county was capable of 


: _ drawing up a suitable petition. 


Now, all this might pass, if 
there were nothing behind ; but 
we shall soon see, that Mr. Charl- 
ton ought not to have said this 
without saying a great deal more. 
The trading company of the Old 
Times, not instigated, possibly, 
by Mr. Charlton, has, from these 
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hints, made out the following 
story. . 

‘“* Nothing can show more 
“the scorn with which Cobbett 
“was received at the meeting, 
“than the fact, that though he 
‘“‘ made every effort upon his ar- 
‘* rival in Hereford on Thursday 
‘* night, to communicate with some 
“* of the country gentlemen, whom 
“he thought maintained some 
‘‘ opinions at least in common 
“with himself, and even offered 
“ that if any of them would-take 
“up his petition, he would quit 
“ the town without waiting for 
‘* the meeting at all, none of them 
“would hold any communication 
“ with him.” — - 

If Mr. Charlton should find 
any inconvenience to himself, 
arising out of these transactions, 
he will soon see that he has him- 
self to thank for it. The facts 
are these: soon after my arrival 
in the Hotel, on Thursday evening, 
the waiter came with a message 
tome from Mr.Cuarttron. Mr. 
Charlton said at the meeting that 
he had mever seen me before, 
which was not true, and a man 
should always speak the truth. 
The message was that Mr. Charl- 
ton and Mr. Knight, who were in 
another room in the Hotel, wished 
to see ne. Mr. Charlton I had 
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inquiry, I found that he was a 
man famous on the turf; and 
that he was a landowner in 
Herefordshire ; but I, who am 
not at all acquainted with the 
turf, never heard of him before. 
Upon asking Mr. Palmer what 
Mr. Kyicur it was, I found it 
was Mr. Knicurt, to whose horti- 
cultural inquiries the country is 
so much indebted. I remembered 
having seen Mr. Knightat Mason's, 
the seedsman in Fleet-street ; 
but I had read his writings on 
horticulture and had great re- 
spect for him accordingly. I had 
no objection to confer with these 
gentlemen; but they were land- 
lords ; they were, in some sort, of 
the aristocratic class; they were 
persons to whom the vulgar no- 
tions of superiority would give 
precedence before me; and, 
though I am always ready to 
take the first step, and to be the 
first to tender the hand of friend- 
ship to every one who has no pre- 
tensions to the superiority which 
is built on rank or wealth, never 
in. the whole course of my life, 
have I suffered rank or wealth to. 
obtain from me the first step or 
the first tender of the hand. | 
therefore, in a manner as civil 
and polite as possible, gave Mr. 
Charlton to understand that | 
should be happy to see “him 





and Mr. Knicur in my room. 
Mr. Cuarxron came, and brought 
the draft of his intended pe- 
tition, expressed a wish to read 
it tome, which he did in the pre- 
sence of Mr. Wa. Patmer and 
my son. Heasked me to suggest 
any alterations or improvements 
that I might think useful. This I 
declined to do; and, after some 
time, he went away. This is not 
much like making efforts to have 
communication, and having the 
efforts treated with scorn! Mr. 
Cuar.ton must make some pretty 
stout efforts before he will clear 
his friend, the Old Times news- 
paper, from the lie which it has 
palmed upon the public. 

After Mr. Charlton was gone, 
I proposed to Mr. Patmer that 
we should put the petition which 
I had prepared into the hands of 
Mr. Cuaruron and Mr. Kyieat; 
let them move it, if they chose; 
being of opinion that it would be 
much better for them to do it than 
for us toit. Accordingly we sent 
for Mr. Charlton, who came 
again; we gave him the petition, 
telling him what our wishes were. 
After atime, Mr. Cuarpron came 


,| back with the petition, and, told 


us, that. Mr. Knight could not 
adopt it, because he had pledged 
himself to the Lord Lieutenant, 
that he would not bring forward 
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| the question of Parliamentary 


Reform. Now, stop here for a 
minute to observe on the report 


of Mr. Knight’s speech. The 
trading company of the Old Times 
make him say that he “ wished 
“very much that Mr. Conserr 
“ had shown him his petition last 
“ night.” The “ Morning He- 
rald” makes Mr. Knicut say 
‘“‘ he wished Mr. Consett had 
“ shown him the petition before 
“ he submitted it to the meeting.” 
Now then, Gentlemen, do these 
newspapers lie? Did Mr. Caart- 
Ton speak the truth to us, when 
he told us that he had shown the 
petition to Mr. Knicur? Or do 
J assert that which is false, and 
eall upon your most respectable 
brother yeoman, Mr. Wm. Pat- 
MER, to witness it for truth? If 
Mr. Knicnr did utter these words 
at the meeting; then Mr. Cuart- 
Ton never showed him my. peti- 
tion over night; and then Mr. 
Cuartton told to me, to Mr. Wm. 
Palmer, to Mr. Walter Palmer 
also (who had now joined. us) 
and to my son, that which was 
not true. Let Mr. Cuanuron ex- 
plain this matter, if he can. If 
the (wo newspapers. were giving 
any account about me, I should 
allow, at once, that the chances 
would be in favour of their telling 
a lie; but they are here giving a 
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report of Mr. Knicnt’s speech, 
and, therefore, agreeing s0 ex- 
actly as the two reporters do, it 
is most probable that Mr. Knicurt 
uttered these words. If he did, I 
pledge my existence he never saw 
the petition the night before; 
and, then, I need pledge nobody's 
existence as to what ought to be 
said of the conduct of Mr. Cuart- 
Ton, who will find, that, though 
such things may pass at the Jockey 
Club, and upon the turf, they will 
pass without reprobation no where 
else. 


Thus, then, the trading come 
pany of the Old Times is pretty 
completely answered. Here is 
quite proof enough of the infamy 
of that concern. Upon the argu- 
ment of Mr. Caar.rton, that the 
county would be disgraced if it 
were to go forth that it was 
necessary to bring in a stranger 
to draw up a petition for them; 
as to this argument, I might 
show, by a comparison of the two 
documents, by an exposure of the 
various errors, the confusion, and 
other bad qualities in the shock- 
ingly illiterate production of Mr. 
Cuaruten ; I might easily show- 
‘that disgrace might have been 
avoided by the keeping of his pen 
out of the concern ; but, upon his 
own showing, combined with his 





own conduct, se tramenaieng 















































































227 To true Yeoman® 


the ‘‘ disgrace’ that he eould in- 
cur; for he had submitted his pe- 
tition to me; he had asked me to 
suggest alterations and inprove- 
ments ; that is to say, to draw up 
a petition for him. He was very 
willing to be my underworker ; 
aye, and he told me too, that all 
that he knew of such subjects he had 
learned from me. Yet not a word 
of this did he say at the meeting ; 
but then formed a coalition with 
the Pittites; talked about the dis- 
grace of receiving a petition from 
the hands of a stranger; and 
condescended, in order to get his 
own illiterate performance palmed 
upon the county, to lend himself 
to a sort of jockeying contrivance, 
by the means of which, the real’ 
sentiments of the county were 


revented from being expressed 
in-an authorative manner. 


I have no time for any thing 
more at present, Gentlemen ; but 
in the way of conclusion, I hereby 
call upon Mr. Cnartrton to de- 
clare, before the public, whether 
he did or did not show my .peti- 
tion to.Mr. Knigur; and whether 
the reporters of the trading com- 
peny of the Old Times had or 

not his authority for saying 
what .they have said about my 
having made efforts to get com- 
munication with him. 
1 am, Gentlemen, 

With the greatest respect 
and most sincere friendship, 

Your most obedient and 

Most humble servant, 


‘Wau. COBBETT, 
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The Four Documents presented 
to the Meeting. 


RESOLUTIONS PRESENTED BY MR. 
PATTESHALL, AND SECONDED BY 
SIR HUNGERFORD HOSKYWS. 


That it is the opinion: of this 
Meeting that the Agricultural inte- 
rests of the country are at this time 
in a state of unexampled depres- 
sion and distress. 

That such depression and dis- 
tress may, amongst other causes, 
be attributed to the sudden return to 
cush payments, and to an excessive 
over-proportion of public burdens 
pressing upon land. 

That the measures most likely 
to lessen such depression and re- 
lieve such distress would be, some 
or all of these hereinafter sug- 
gested— 


1. Perseverance in strict atten- 
tion tu general retrenchment and 
public economy. 


2. Repealing taxes which press 
directly on Jand and agricultural 

roduce, and with a view to some 
immediate relief to this county, 
the repeal. and remission of half 
the hop duty—a measure contem- 
plated in the last Session of Par- 
liament. 


3. Obliging personal property to 
contribute its due proportion to 
the maintenance ef the poor,, and 
otherwise amending the poor laws, 
in conformity to the letter and spi- 
rit of the 43d of Elizabeth, upon 
which statute those laws are found- 
ed; and further to contribute to 
other expenses incurred for the be- 
nefit of the. public at large, which 
now are exclusively thrown upon 
the proprietors and occupiers of 
land. 

4. A legislative reconsideration of 
the Currency Act, witha -view ¢ 
some modificution that muy-tend tore 
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5. The introduction of a more 


simple mode of collecting taxes, 
"by which millions might be saved }- 
.to the public; and the substitution 


ofa justly modified Property Tax it 


lieu of Assessed Taxes, not aileet- 


© - ing any gains in course of acquisi- 


tion, whether professional, mer- 
' cantile, or agricultural, to be im-|' | 
_ posed equally on all actual vested 
property, real and personal, 


6. A reduction of the /egalinter- 


> est of money to 4 per cent. 


That it is the opinion of this 
Meeting that the aforesaid sug- 


>» gestions of means for relicving 


Waa, > 


agriculture are justified by they 
fact, that whilst the aggregate pro- 
perty of this kingdom arises from 


_ the following soareces — namely, 


land, morey in the funds, money on 
inortgage and on other securities, 
besides capital employed in trade, 
commerce, and agriculture—ihe 
land being one only. of ‘those 


| sources, bears nearly. two parts in 


three of the national burdens ; and 
that at a period when land and its 
produce are reduced to less than 
half of their late value, which late 
value alone enabled them to bear 
such weight of taxation. 

That further delay in affording 
ail to the agricultural interests 
must be productive of ruinous and 
aw/ul consequences. 

That it will be highly expedient 
to petition both houses of Parlia- 
ment in conformity to the fore- 
going Resolutions, most respect- 
fully, but most earnestly imploring 
them speedily to adopt such mea- 
Surcs as in their wisdom they may 
‘deem best caleulated to relieve the 
suffering agricaltansts, without ip- 
— to amy other class of so- 
r y. 

_ That two Petitions be ‘accord- 
ingly prepared forthwith, and that 
the Lord Lieutenant of the County 
be requested to present the one to, 
the House of Lords,.and the Mem- 
bers of the County the other.to the 
House of Commons, and to support 
the prayer of the Petitioners. 
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PeririoN PRESENTED BY 
MR. COBBETT. 


5 


TO THE HONOURABLE THE COMMONS 
OF” THE UNITED KINGDOM OF 
GREAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND LN 
PARLIAMENT ASSEMBLED. 

Phe Petition of the Nobility, 
Gentry, Clergy, and Frec- 
holders of the County of 
Hereford, agreed (out Here- 
ford, the lith day of Ja- 
nuary, 1823, 


Most humbly Sheweth,— Tuat 
your Petitioners casting from them 
all party motives and carefully 
avoiding all party contests, most 
respectfully approach your Ho- 
nolirable House with an explicit 
avowal of their opinions, as to the 
causes of that state of things, which 
threatens to make them exchange 
for the poor-honses the mansions 
and homesteads of their fathers; 
with an avowal not less explicit, 
as to the best means of saving 
them and their families from .a 
change so tnmerited ; with an ex- 
pression of their apprehensions as 
to the awful consequenres which 
must result from a perseverance in 
the attempt to sacrifice the whole 
of the agricultural community to 
the unjust claims of the receivers 
of taxes ; and this expression they 
think at this moment the more ne- 
cessary, as it appears to them, that 
his Majesty’s Ministers have re- 
solved, notwithstanding the noto- 
riety of the sufferings of your peti- 
tioners, to persevere in the present 
oppressive, ruinous, and revolu- 
tionary course. 

That your petitioners have al- 
ways been ready to make any sa- 
erifices which are necessary to the 
defence of their country, and ‘to 
the safety and dignity of their So- 
vercign’s throne ; but that they are 
now compelled bytheir well-known, 
indescribable, and unmerited 


ferings, to.approach your Honaur- 
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able House with an humble prayer 
that you will be pleased to adopt 
the best means of relieving them 
from those su*erings. 


That, in proceeding to suggest 
those means, which they do with 
the greatest respect and deference, 
your humble Petitioners cannot 
diaguise from themselves, and they 
will not disguise from your Ho- 
nourable House, that they en- 
tertain a fixed opinion, that this 
now unhappy country owes all its 


families received a large part of 
the above-mentioned emoluments 


the fundholders ; that, during that 
period, more than a million of 
money was taken out of the loans 
to be given to the Church ; and 
that, in fact, no inconsiderable part 
of the whole of the loans went into 
the pockets of these families ; and, 
therefore, your Petitioners will not 


calamities to the predominance of | SUPPOS¢ it possible for your Ho- 


certain particular families, since 
the passing of the Septennial Act, 
who have, by degrees, appropri- 
ated to themselves a large part of 
the property and revenue of the 
whole nation, and who have, at last, 
by taxes, debts, and changes in the 
currency. involved themselves as 
well as the whole of this industri- 
ous community, in difficulties too 
great to be removed by the hand 
of Time, or by any but the most 
Vigorous measures of legislation. 

That, whether we look at the 
Church, the Army, the Courts of 
Law, the Customs, the Excise, the 
Colonies, or the Crown-Lands, we 
see in cach a channel of enormous 
emoluments to these particular fa- 
milies, for whose benefit and ag- 
grand zement, more than for any 
thing else, the whole of these 
sources of riches would appear to 
exist. And that, tl erefore, though 
justice and necessity demand a 
reduction of the interest of the 
Debt, and an equitable adjustment 
of all other contracts, your humble 
Petitioners would deem such re- 
duction an act of deep iniquity, 
and they deem such adjustment 
wholly impracticable as long as 
these particular families enjoy those 
emoluments, and as long as they 
retain in the legislature that abso- 
lute sway which they have acquired 
through the means of the Septen- 
nial Act, in conjunction with the 
notorious and scandalous abuses 
connected with the representation. 


nourable House to harbour an in- 
tention to take even a single shil- 
ling from the fundholders, so Jong 
as these families shall continue to 
receive those emoluments. 

Your Petitioners, therefore, most 
humbly pray, that your Honoura- 
ble House will be pleased to pass 
an Act for causing an efficient Re- 
form in the Commons’ House of 
Parliament, in order that such Par- 
liament may adopt the measures 
necessary to effect the following 
purposes :— 

1. An appropriation of a part 
of the public property, com- 
monly called Church property, 
to the liquidation of the Debt. 

2. A reduction of the Stand- 
ing Army, including Stal, 
Barracks and Colleges, to 2 
scale of expense as-low as 
that of the army before the 
last war. 

3. A total abolition of all 
Sinecures, Pensions, Grants 
and Emoluments, not merited 
by public services. 

4. A sale of the numerous 
public estates,commonlycall 
Crown Lands, and-an applica- 
tion of the money towards the 
liquidation of the Debt. 


tween man and man. 








out of the money borrowed from | 





Honourable House, that, for more | : 
than twenty years, the particular | 
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5. An equitable adjustment 
with regard to the Public 
Debt, and also with regard to 
all debts and contracts be- 


Bat, while your humble Peti- 
“eg tioners are aware, that, to Reform 
That it is well known to your| the Commons’ House and to effect 
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cessity, which they have here 


> most respectfully pointed out, may 
Tyequire a lapse of months, the 


know, that your Honourable House 
have the power, and they will not 
Ddelieve that you want the will, to 
‘afford them immediate protection 
‘against further ruin. They, there- 

pre, seeing the pressing nature of 


: their case ; seeing the abject misery 
‘that hourly awaits them, pray, that 


‘your Honourable House will be 


1. To suspend, by law, for 
one year, all distraints for 
rent,and to cause distraints to 
be set aside where they have 
been begun. 

2. To suspend all process 
for tithes, for the same period. 

3. To suspend, for the same 
period, all processes arising 
out of mortgage, bond, annu- 
ity, or other contract affecting 
house or land. 

4. To repeal the whole of 
the tax on Malt, Hops, Salt, 
Leather, Soap, and Candles. 

These measures, so analogous to 
others, taken by your Honourable 


__ House under circumstances far less 


mm perious; these measures, so easily 


ti dopted; so free from the possibi- 


ity of inflicting wrong; and, at the 
ame time so necessary to relieve 
our Petitioners from the daily 
larm in which they live; so ne- 
eessary te afford them a hope of 
scaping from the pains and dis- 
race of the lowest pauperism and 


_ ’egary: to believe that these mea- 
Sures, measures of bare protection 
” *om further wrong and ruin ; to be- 


eve that these will be refused to 
your suffering Petitioners, would 
Pe to suppose the existence of that 
fallousness of heart which your Pe- 
iuoners are far indeed from imput- 
ng to your Honourable House. 
, Having thus, with the most pro- 
ound respect, submitted to your 
Cnourable House those which 
ty deem thé best means for re- 
‘ving their distresses, your hum- 


ble Petitioners, though they are 
satisfied that evils so unusual and 
of such uncommon magnitude re- 
quire remedies of a nature exten~- 
sive and extraordinary, beg leave 
to assure your Honourable House, 
that they venerate the Constitution 
of their fathers, that they seek for 
no change in the form of their Go- 
vernment; that they know how 
many ages of happiness and of 
glory their country wy under 
a Government of King, Lords, and 
Commons; -that they fervently 
hope that this Constitution may 
descend to their children: but that 
they are fully convinced, that, un- 
less the present evils be speedily 
arrested and effectually cured, a 
convulsion must come, in which 
the whole of this ancient and ve- 
nerable fabric will be crumbled 
into dust. And your Petitioners 
will ever pray, &c. 


PETITION PRESENTED BY SMYTHIES, 
A PARSON. 


The Petition of the Nobility, 
Clergy, Gentry, and others 
of the — of Hereford, 
in County Meeting assem- 
bled, this 17th day of Ja- 
nuary, 1823, 

- Humbly sheweth, That your pe- 
titioners can no longer bear the 
overwhelming pressure of the 
times ; that in consequence of the 
heavy taxation upon landed pro- 
perty, together with the extreme 
low price of produce, the best land 
will scarcely reimburse the culti- 
vator his expense; and that four- 
fifths of the land in this country are 
ut present yielding no rent at all. 
And your petitioners firmly be- 
lieve, that the ora fon cause of 
their distress arises from the fa- 
cility of borrowing, which was af- 
forded to the Government by the 
Act of 1797, commonly called the 
Bank Restriction Act, which ena- 
bled them. te accumulate a mass of 





debt which never would have been 
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ineurred in metallic currency, and 
the. interest of which debt we are 
now called upon to pay in specie, 
which, from raising the value of 
the currency, Aas in fact doubled the 
burden «already too grievous to be 
berne. This, together with the 
enormous importations of foreign 
corn, on the eve of a very produc- 
tive harvest of our own, and the 
large sums annually drained from 
the taxes and landed revenue of 
this kingdom to be spent abroad 
by. absentees, are considered by 
your Petitioners to be among the 
leading causes of their distresses, 
They therefore pray that your ho- 
nourable House, at the earlicst 
moment after your assembling, to 
adopt such measures as shall af- 
ford them not only speedy, but 
permanent relief. Among the mea- 
sures most likely to effect this de- 
sirab'e end, your Petitioners most 
humbly beg to recommend that you 
should ugain restrain the Bunk trom 
paying us notes in cash, till the Na- 
tional Debt shall be reduced by the opera- 
tion of the Sinkins: Fund toits extent 
previous to the year 1797; and in 
order to accelerate the arrival of 
that wished-for period, your Pe- 
titioners beg humbly to recom- 
mend that you would lay a tar upen 
funded property equivalent to those 
now borne solely by the landed pro- 
prictor, such as tithe, poor-rates, 
church-rates, highway-rates, and 
county-rates, and that you would 
also lay a tur upon the property of ab- 


prohibitory duties be laid on all | 
such produce as the soil and cli- 





































mate of these realms is.calculated | — 
to raise. If these measures are, | ~ 
adopted, your Petitioners entertain 
no doubt that prosperity and comfurt. 
will again revisit them, and Great 
Britain will maintain that rank 
among the nations of Europe, 
which her deeds have so well ea- 
titled her to claim. 





Peririon PRESENTED BY 
MR. CHARLTON. 


The humble petition of the Nobility, 
Gen'ry, Clergy, and FrecholJers of 
the County of Hereford, in County 
Meeting ussembled, this 17th day of 
January, 1823, 

‘** Most humbly sheweth,—That 
the distress under which your pe- 
litioners are now suffering js un- 
exampled in the history of this 
country, and is rapidly. involving 
all landlords and persons engaged 
in agricultural pursuits in imme- 
diate and inevitable ruin. That 
your petitioners. calfed upon by the 
requisition and summons of the 
Lord Lieutenant to investigate the 
causes of this distress, as well as 
to suggest such measures as may 
in their opinion tend to the removal 
of it, feel it their duty humbly, y¢t 
strongly, to state to Parliament 
the result of their deliberations 0 
these most momentous subjects 
Your petitioners have no hesitation 


senices; the sums raised by those 
means would enable the Govern- 
ment to take off all the assessed 
taxes, and such other taxes as press 
more peculiarly upon the landed 
and working classes; your Pe- 
titioners beg leave further to re- 
commend, that commercial treaties! 
Be entered into with other states. 
a the principle of admitting “all 
such produce as cannot be grown 
within these kingdoms duty free, 
@n condition that those states, re- 
' @@ive our. produce aud manufac 
tures on the same terms; and that 


in ascribing all their calamities 
the principles and system in whi 
the adininistration of publiv affairs 
has been conducted during the lat 
reign, and that of his present mos 
gracious’ Majesty, to the unfor 
tunate wars in which the couat] 
has almost incessantly been ¢* 
gaged during that period; to the 
profligate profusion and corrapt™ 
which have distinguished every ¢” 
partment of the State; to the ” 
consistent and contradictory °” 
pedients which the legislature )¥ 
ad recourse to, to supply 
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means of an enormous-and uncon- 
trolled expenditure; to the ruin- 
ous.and arbitrary measures, first 
of a debused paper currency and then 
of a transition to the metallic payments 
at the old standard, without refer- 
ence to the financial difliculties of 
the country, or contracts between in- 
dividuals entered into during the pre- 
vious system; but above all to the 
subserviency of public men to the 
administrations of the day. That 
itis scarcely necessary for your 
petitioners to enumerate the awful 
consequences evidently flowing 
from these causes; the property of 
the country mortgaged for debts bor- 
rowed und engagements contracted in 
proportion to the fictitious value of 
produce and of rents, durmg a depre- 
ciated currency; its industry bur- 
thened beyond example by a tax- 
ation imposed under similar cir- 
cumstances ; an impoverished aris- 
tocracy, i ruined yeomanry, anda 
silent revolution proceeding steadily to 
its consummatiun, That your peti- 
tioners yielding to none of their 
fellow-subjects in loyalty to their 
Sovereign, and unshaken attach- 
ment to the Constitution, are willing 
to submit to any equal sacrifice 
which may be required of them to 
avert so dreadful a calamity, and 
although they feel great. difficulty 
in pointing out specific remedies for 
the prevailing distress, and have’ 
little confidence in any. expedients 
which have hitherto been resorted 
to fer that purpose, nevertheless 
they venture to suggest to your 
Honourable House such measures 
to arrest the further progress of 
these evils, as-are-clearly just and 
equitable, and forthe public good, 
however much they may be sup- 
posed to interfere with the wishes 
of interested individuals. 

They therefore pray that. your 
Honourable House will forthwith 
direct an examination’ into the 
effects produced by: the different 
alterations in the currency, with a 
View to a fair and arrange- 
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creditors, both public and private; in 
all thear various relations, particularly, 
in those of tax-payer and tux-receiver,, 
landlord, tenant, mortgagee, and 
annuitant, as shall replace.all par- 
ties, as far as is practicable, on 
their former footing, according to 
the relative value of money and other 
commodities:during the late wary, 
and that by such means you will 
prevent by some equitable adjust- 
ment, the entire sacrifice of the ugrix. 


cultural. property, aud industry. of ther 


country to the monied interest. 

‘That you willbe pleased to sus 
pend and apply to the publicwuses 
all pensions and sinecures obtained 
without acknowledged service to 


the State ; that you will cause ther 


strictest economy to be observed 
in the collection and management 
of the revenue; that the Army and 
Staff in Great Britain and Ireland, 
the Diplomatic Establishment, and. 
all Civil Offices, with the salaries 


attached to them, im every» de+- 
partment, be reduced to the seale, 


of 1792. 
That you will te pleased to pass 


a bill excluding all pensioners and) 
placemen, except those whose pre-. 


sence may be necessary to the ma- 


nagement of public business, from’ 
the Heuse of Commons; that the: 


efforts of such representatives as. 
are returned by the people in the’ 


public cause, may not be impeded 
and rendered nugatory, by persons’ 


whose interests are directly at va- 
riance with those of the public: 


That under the pressure of diffi~ 
culties. so overwhelming, you will: 


be pleased, till such arrangements 


of contracts as they have suggested’ 
can be decided.on, entirely to sus» 


pend the-operation of the Sinking 
Fund, and repeal such taxes, par- 
ticularly the 
restore to the agricultural pr 


tors of the nation.the ity; 
and confidence thep-oniepal eae 


petitioners have. ‘complained of 


| 





ment of contracts between debtors and 


ave = eo 
And your petitioners 


er. 


‘ 


Duty, as: will) 
oprie- 
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Now, the first thing to be done is 
to remark on these documents. 
As to the cause of the distress ; I 
mean the principal immediate 
cause; PATTESHALL says it pro- 
ceeds from a return to cash pay- 
ments; I say the same; Parson 
Smytuies says that the cash mea- 
sures have doubled the taxes ; and 
Mr. Cuartton says that the paper 
and cash measures are producing a 
silent revolution. 

Then, as toremedies. PATTESHALL 

wants the funds taxed to help main- 
tain the poor. He wants a modifi- 
cation of Peel’s Bill, to favour the 
land. He wants a property-tax 
upon investments only, and not to 
touch incomes arising from gain 
on production. He wants the legal 
nterest of money. to be reduced 
one-fifth. Here are four several 
propositions for attacking the in- 
terest of the debt; but the last at- 
tacks also private mortgagees and 
annuitants; and takes from them 
as well as from the fundholder, a 
fourth part of their interest. This 
complete breaking up of the Pitt 
system was proposed by the Pittite 
Patteshall, who, a very little while 
ago, was dashing and swaggering 
away ata Pitt Cleb. 

The remedies of Parson SmvtHieEs 
are of a singular nature indeed. He 
would restrain the Bank again, to 
begin with. Next he would im- 
pose a tax upon the funds, even 
when he had brought the wheat up 
to fifteen shillings a bushel, and 


had brought down the fundholders 
to a third of the real amount that 
they now receive. He would, in 
fact (and he says so) continue his 
attack upon the funds until he had 
reduced the debt to what it was 
before 1797; and that, too, with- 
out any tax upon the land for that 
purpose! After this I may hope, I 
think, to hear people cease accus- 
ing me of schemes of robbery. 
Parson Smyruies’ is as wholesale 
arobbery as ever was proposed 
by mortal man; for he does not 
propose that any body, that any 
class whatever, except the fund- 
holders, shall make-the smallest 
sacrifice; and then he proposes to 
strip off more than two-thirds of 
their income. 


Next comes the remedies of Mr. 
Cuartton. He is for a fair and 
reasonable arrangement of — all 
contracts* between debtors and 
creditors, public as well as private, 
and particularly those of tax-payet 
and tax-receiver, landlord, tenant, 
mortgagee and annuitant. This is 
very comprehensive. It includes 
all that I propose to pray for as to 
this point ; for, my proposition is, 
that an equitable adjustment shall 
take place with regard to the 
claims of the public creditor, and 
also with regard to all contracts 
between man and man. 

But the fault that I find; that is 
to say the general fault that I find 
with all these propositions, is that 
none of them contain any of those 
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concomitant measures that would 
make a reduction of the interest 
of ihe debt a measure of justice. 
It is very clear to every man of 
sense that the nation at large would 
never submit to any reduction at 
all of the interest of the debt, unless 
sacrifices of some sort or other 
were made by the aristocracy and 
the church. These two bodies 
have, as I have clearly shown, 
been enriching themselves out of 
the loans. They have thrown the 
whole of the expenses of the war 
upon the industrious classes of the 
community; and particularly upon 
the labouring classes; and having 
besides borrowed money, in order 
to carry on the war without touch- 
ing upon their rents and tithes and 
other clerical property, would the 
nation now stand by and see the 
fundholders stript of what they 
have lent, in order that this land 
and church property might remain 
untouched ; and in order that all 
the relations of the aristocracy 
and the clergy might still retain 
undiminished all their enormous 
emoluments in the Army, in the 
Navy, in the Courts of Law, in 
the Customs, in the Excise, and 
in the Crown Lands? Not one 
of these petition grinders has any 
Proposition that would take from 
the aristocracy one single farth- 
ing. My petition embraces that 
which would reconcile the coun- 
try toa reduction of the interest 
of the debt. With the concomi- 








tant measures, that I. propose, 
such reduction would be just; but 
without those measures, I say, as I 
said at the Meeting at Hereford, 
that I would sooner have my arm 
cut from my body, than sign a pe- 
tition for the taking of one single 
farthing, rom any fundholder; 
though that fundholder might be 
the most blaspheming Jew that 
ever existed. 

The proposition of Smytufes; 
Parson Smythies, mind; the pro- 
position of this man, was quite 
worthy of him and of his seconder 
Davis, the lawyer of Leominster. 
These men both of them approved’ 
of the war, They were great Pit- 
tites. SmytHies was, I under- 
stand, one of the most noisy of the 
whole crew. Davis was a Pay- 
master of Volunteers or Militia. 
Both of them loyalty men to the 
back bone.” They were -eager 
enovgh for the borrowing of mo- 
ney to carry on the war. But, now 
that it is come to the payment of the 
reckoning, they are for paying it off 
with a sponge ; and that, too, with- 
out the smallest sacrifice being 
called for from any other parties. 
Their proposition is the most base 
and profligate that ever man ven- 
tured to put upon paper. To have 
been calumniated by two such 
men, is an honour to me, as. it 
would have been to any man. 
Their proposition is that the aris-. 
tocracy shall give up nothing; that 
the church shall give up nothing ;- 
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that all the immense mass of 
taxes that go to the fattening 
of these bodies shall rem#in; but 
that the widows, the orphans, the 
aged people, the Savings’ Banks’ 
people, the Friendly Societies shall 
all be stript of more than two-thirds 
of the money that they have lent; 
such a proposition could have 
come from none but the basest of 
mankind; none but nren base and 
malignant enough to make the 
falsest and foulest of personal at- 
tacks upon another; and then to 
organise and co-operate with a 
band of low blackguards, in order 
to make a noise to prevent that 
other from being heard in reply. 
This Smytuies, and also Davis, 
said that they did not want me to 
come to tell the county what was 
proper for itto do. Sosaid Mr. 
Litty; and Mr. Cuartton said 
We have 
only to look at the petitions pro- 
posed by these gentlemen to be 
convinced thatit was necessary for 
somebody to come besides them 
to tell the county what to do; for 
their propositions, if they reach 
the Parliament at all, must inevi- 
tably be treated with scorn. Davis 
at the conclusion of his harangue 
got into the pathetic: he said that 
if matters went on, and if the agri- 
culturists remained patient, the 
“present race of country gentle- 
“men would be extinct; that they 
“would make room for Jews and 


the same in substance. 


“jobbers; and that should that 
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‘“* state of things arrive, which God 
“in his mercy avert, the sun- of 
‘‘ Exetanp’s GLory would set to 
“rise no more!” He mentioned 
Sir Francis Burdett during his 
speech; and so did Smytuies; 
and here the lawyer certainly had 
him in his eye; but the lawyer may 
make himself quict upon this 
score ; for that England’s Glory he 
may be well assured is set, never 
to rise again except out of the 
stupid throats of such mer as 
Smytuies and himself. 


However, this figure of the 
lawyer's really sets us to 
thinking a little about the effect 
of this transfer of estates, and 
makes us ask, whether, if we are 
to judge, from those who figured 
at the meeting, much harm would 
arise from a complete transfer 
of the estates to the fundhold- 
Smytnies said that this 
penury of the country gentlemen 
curbed the hospitality of their dis- 
position, of which hospitality, I 
suppose, the reception which he 
gave me was to be a specimen. 
He allowed that I was the best 
qualified of any man in England 
for the task of stating the difficul- 
ties and the remedies of the case; 
and yet he would reject my pro- 
position merely because I was not 
sufficiently known in the county. 
In the course of his speech he 
reproached Mr. Courtenay with 
cold-bloodedness. He talked‘about 
the “delusive projects of Mr. Ri- 


ers. 
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carbo,” and said “ that the coun- 
‘try gentlemen were to be sacri- 
“< ficed to the cold-blooded sophistry 
‘of Mr. Courtenay, who said 
‘‘ that it was no matter to the Go- 
‘“vernment in whose hands the 
‘‘ landed property lay provided that 
“‘ those who possessed it, paid the 
“taxes.” In the first place I de- 
clare that I heard Smyruies utter 
these words, or words to this effect. 
In the next place these words are 
reported by the newspapers. In 
the next place this was a malignant 
falsehood that SMytuies uttered ; 
for Mr. CourtTENAY has, in neither 
of his pamphlets, said any such 
a thing. 

But, as to the effect of the trans- 
fer of estates: this Smytuies is a 
country gentleman it appears as 
wellas a parson; PaTTesHALL is 
another country gentleman; Mr. 
Littyis athird; andI might men- 
tion some others that were present. 
I looked at all these country gen- 
tlemen very attentively. I heard 
all they said. I witnessed the 
whole of their conduct on that day, 
and I really should find very great 
difficulty in saying that I believed 
that any injury was likely to arise 
to the country from their estates 
being transferred even to Jew boys, 
who are now carrying pencils and 
Oranges about the streets of Lon- 
don. A man that could behave as 
Smytuies behaved at’ that meet- 
ing is wholly unwortliy of the ap- 
Pellation of gentleman. From-the’ 
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blacksmith’s son, the paymaster, 
lawyer Davis, one might expect 
much’ about that which came from 
him; but from men calling them- 
selves gentlemen, that which came 
from SmytuHies and PATTESHALL 
was not to be expected. Then the 
meanness of PATTESsHALL in with- 
drawing his resolution; the gross 
misrepresentations of LitLy when 
he knew that he was not to be an- 
swered; the juncketting and jug- 
gling coalition, negociated appa- 
rently by Mr. Clive; the jockey- 
ing of Mr. CHartton, and the 
suppressions relative to what had 
passed between l:im and me. All 
this taken together would produce’ 
in my mind any thing but sorrow 
and alarm at that fair prospect 
which I now behold at seeing fund- 
holders take possession of the 
mansions of these persons; and it 
will require a great deal more; than 
what I find in the bombast of 
Davis, to make me believe that’ 
the sun of England’s Glory will 
set for ever; merely because such 
men as SmiruHies and PATTESHALL 
walk out of their estates. And’ 
walk out of them: they will. to a 
certainty, if measures, very -dif- 
ferent indeed from those which 
they prayed for, be not prayed for 
by the rest of the community. The 
Ministers are resolved to stick by 
the fundholders. 
the community approve of this re- 
solation: The millions are well’ 
satisfied’ with the present’ course’ 








A large’ part’ of 
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of things ; the aristocracy and the 
church appear resolved to give up 
nothing. Without such giving up, 
it is impossible to reduce the in- 
terest of the debt; and thus the 
probabilities are, that the transfer 
will go on until some Jew-boy shal! 
feastin the house, which SMYTHIES 
says he got from his ancestors. 
And, as to this particular case, at 
any rate, every one that knows 
Smytuies will eongratulate the 
county of Hereford upon the 
change. Mr. Knicut behaved like 
a gentleman: fair, open, honest and 
just; and if I were put to it, I 
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‘have runup. Nothing is so easy 
as to expose the injustice of them ; 
that injustice the Ministers will not 
fail to expose; and thus will the 
proposers of them -have defeated 
their own ends and insured their 
own ruin. SMYTHIEs assérts, and 
in the most solemn manner, for he 
states it in his petition ; he asserts 
that four-fifths of the land in the 
county yield no rent at all, His land 
I suppose is in this situation. He 
is but an odd sort of country gen- 
tleman then! If three years have 
taken away four-fifths, another 
year will certainly take away the 


should say that no man who took a|remaining fifth; and then this 
part in the proceedings, except] Squire Parson will do us the kind- 


the Lord Lieutenant, Mr. Puicuires 
and Sir Huncerrorp Hoskyns, 
appeared in the same character as meetings. 


Mr. Knicur. 


ness, I hope, to keep his no very 
captivating person from county 
If he have no rents, 
he will, in fact, have no land, for 


If fair play had been suffered to| that is not land which yields no 


reign, if I had been suffered to 


rent; or, at the least, he who re- 


reply after having been so person-| ceives no rent is no landlord. 


ally attacked ; if my petition had 


The case is very plainly and very 


been fairly put to the meeting; if a! shortly this: The fundholders, the 


deliberate decision had been taken; 
there is not the smallest doubt that 
my petition would have been car- 


ried by an almost unanimous vote 


That petition contains what the 
country would listen to. It calls 
for something that would reconcile 
all reasonable men to a reduction 


of the debt. In the other proposi 


tions there is nothing of this sort. 


They contain nothing but the de 
mand of greedy landlords to ge 


rid of the reckoning which they 


+|dead-weight, and the other tax-re- 
ceivers, have long been taking away 
the wages of the labourers and the 
-| capital of tradesmen. I will state 
the matter in distinct propositions, 
as follows :— 

1. Wars have been carried on 
for the purpose of preventing a 
-| Reform in Parliament and other 
changes. 

-| 2, These wars have been carried 
tion by a Parliament filled princi- 
pally by the relations and other 
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persons patronized by the aris- 
tocracy. 

3. In order to avoid paying for 
these wars out of rents and tithes, 
loans were made by the Parliament 
for the purposes of war. 


4. The making of these loans 
soon became impossible, without 
fresh and Jarge issues of paper- 
money, and hence the necessity of 
five pound notes. 

5. The issuing of these five 
pound notes, produced a great 
scarcity of gold; and the paper 
became depreciated, in fact, as 
early as the year 1794. 

6. This abundance and depre- 
ciation of paper, caused a run upon 
the bank in 1797. 

7. The bank applied to Pitt to 
know whether he did not think it 
necessary to protect it against the 
demands for gold; and, in conse- 
quence of this, an order in council 
first, and aftegwards an act, pro- 
tected the bank until six months 
after the peace. 

8. At the Peace of Amiens, the 
Act was continued until the next 
war began; and then another Act 
was passed to protect the bank 
untill six months after the next 
peace ; which next peace happened 
in 1814. 

9. During these seventeen past 
years, the paper had been poured 
out amain ; prices had risen enor- 
mously; prices had risen three 
to one; wages of labour did 
not rise above a fourth; and 
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thus the labouring classes paid all 
the expenses of the war except the 
amount of the loans. Pie 

10. When the peace came, in 
1814, the bank began to prepare 
for cash-payments; those payments 
were put off from year to year, 
by law, till at last, they were po- 
sitively provided for by Peel’s 
Bill ; and will take place fully and 
fairly on the first day of May 
next. 

11. From the year 1814, the pa- 
per money began to be drawn in 
and prices began to fall. 

12. The landlords and parsons 
continued to receive their rents 
and their composition for tithes 
with little or no deductions ; and 
they gained, in fact, along with 
the fundholder, in conséquence of 
the rise in the value of money, 

13. The burthen now fell upon 
the Farmer, Trader and Merchant; 
the labouring classes having becn 
relieved by the return of low 
prices. 

14. At last, however, the Farm- 
ers have been ruined and rendered 
insolvent, for the far greater part. 

15. The turn of Landlords is 
now come; and rents and compo- 
sition for tithes are now obtained 
but in small proportion. 

16. The question to put to every 


honest man, then, now is this: are 


the Landlords and the Parsons, 
who have shifted the burthen from 
their shoulders, all the way along 
until now: are these now to shake 
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off the Fundholder; while they 
keep up the expensive establish- 
ments which they have created ; 
while they preserve all their enor- 
mous emoluments; and while they 
make no sacrifice at all? 

That is the question. Gentle- 
men, Yeomanry of Herefordshire, 
that is the question. The petition 
which I had the honour to present 
for your adoption, proceeds upon 
the principle that a reduction of 
the interest of the debt ought. not 
te take place without eoncomitant 
measures of justice; that it ought 
to be accompanied by sacrifices 
from other classes, and especially 
from those classes that have been 
noloriously gainers by the con- 
tracting of the debt. The petitions 
presented to you by others, pro- 
ceed upon no such equitable prin- 
ciple. They are rejected, at once 
by the understanding and by the 
morality of the nation. The only 
effect they can possibly produce is 
that of exciting indignation and 
scorn, This result, mortifying 
enough in itself, is rendered morti- 
fying a thousand fold when you 
reflect that it has been caused by 
the poor and pitiful cantrivances 
and jockeyings of self-conceit, va- 
nity, envy and false pride. 

I shall, on a future day, address 
another letter to the Yeomen of 
Herefordshire ; but I cannot con- 
clade, at present, without beseech- 
ing you not to be deluded by the 
landierds. Believe none of their 


(stories about relief being at hand. 
Prices will continue to fall, in spite 
of every thing that can be done to 
prevent it, unless a repeal of Mr. 
Peel’s Bill take place, in whole or 
in part. It is next to impossible 
that this should be done; the Par- 
liament, as well as the Ministry, 
would cover themselves with in- 
famy, were they to attempt any 
thing so nefarious. In short it 
will not be done, The country 
banks must pay their notes in gold, 
on the first of May next. The 
quantity of the circulating medium 
must and will be lessened; and 
your prices, on an-.average of 
years, must come down lower than 
they now are. The simpleton, 
Smythies, told you. that ‘ the evil 
‘* would correct itself ; for that, the 
‘* Government would not be able to 
‘collect the taxes in.gald.”- That 
simpleton is very much deceived. 
The revenue, the Ministers say, is 
as flourishing as ever... Ifthe sim- 
pleton, Smythies, cannot see why. 
this should be, I can,- If the re- 
venue has kept up, while four-fifths 
of the .rents have departed, as he 
asserts they have departed ; if.the 
revenue has -kept up (as it has) 
while these four-fifths of the rents 
were departing, what is to prevent 
its keeping up after the other fifth 
is gone? This shows you, -what 
foolish men these are ;-how igno- 
rant.they are of all. these matters; 
and how little reliance you ought 
to place upon them. Believe.them 
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not. Gentlemen, believe them not ; 
the revenue can still be collected, 
though there should not be a single 
shilling of rent paid in the whole 
kingdom. Rents are not neces- 

ary to a revenue; and let these 
men, let this silly Smythies, and 
others who are like him, hear, and 
let their teeth chatter in their heads 
while they do hear, that they may 
walk off to the poor-house, and that 
the revenue of the Government will 
thereby be increased, rather than 
diminished. One word from me to 
these silly men: one word from me 
to them, at parting; and that is 
this: whatever inflaence I may 
possess; whatever talent I may 
have at my command, shall be ex- 
erted to the utmost to prevent the 
taking of one single shilling from 
the interest of the debt, until the 
Parliament be. reformed, and until 
a part of the Church property, the 
whole of the sinecure emoluments, 
and the whole of that immense 
mass of property called the Crown- 
lands, be applied to:the uses of the 


nation in general.—I am, Gentle- 
men, 


~ 


Your most sincere Friend, 
and most obedient Servant, 
Wu. COBBETT. 





SOMERSETSHIRE 
COUNTY MEETING. 


Tus Meeting took place at 
Wells on Tuesday last. Mr. Han- 
SING moved a petition; and Mr. 
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‘Hunt moved an amendment;which 


was carried almost unanimously. 
The matter, and all the circum- 
stances are of great interest and 
importance; they will. be found 
particularly detailed in the States- 
man newspaper; but I have no 
room for any thing further in the 
present Register. Mr. Hunt con- 
sented to leave out his proposition 
for Parliamentary Reform, on a 
positive promise from the High 
Sheriff te call a meeting for that 
express purpose on Tuesday next. 





MARKETS. 


WE are obliged to our Corres- 
pondeat D.M.C. for his commu- 
nication ; and we insert, below, the 
account which he has sent us of the 
imports of Butter and Bacon, But 
we cannot comply with the request 
contained in the accompanying 
letter, any farther than as we are 
borne out by the fact. If we were, 
as our Correspondent suggests, to 
** describe the Butter -Market as im- 
PROVING this week;” that is, ‘the 
market generally, we should justly 
expose ourselves to the imputation 
of being under the influence — of 
** interested persons.” The best kinds 
and qualities are, as our Corres-, 
pondent states, getting ‘scarce; 
and, doubtless, will advance: very 
materially, if- this weather con- 
tinue ; but, as he also states, there 
is very little of these descriptions here. 


Butter imported into London between 
1st June and 2ist January. 
Foreign Casks 


Firkins . reduced 
of Irish. to Firkins. Total. 


1821—322,284. eee 103,430.... 425,714 
1822—253,277 .. ..181,533.....434,810 





1823—270,115. eee 158,288... - 428,403 
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Bacon imported between 1st November 
and 2\st January. 

Bales, Sides. Bales, Middles. 
1821—10,221 ........ 2,657 
1822—18,951 ........ 3,959 
1823— 6,792 ........ 1,392 


Average Prices of CORN through- 
out ENGLAND, for the week end- 
ing 11th January. 


Per Quarter. 


$. a. 
WPS ov oSeoveeeety 40 5 
RYO ..ccccvgeggoce: “..9 
BBOUCY wecccccccees 23 6 
 oGacucscteaces 17 #11 
TD nd ce geueee 25 5 
| a e 30 1 


Corn Exchange, Murk Lane. 


Quantities and Prices of British 
Corn, &c. sold and delivered in 
this Market, during the week ended 
Saturday, 11th January. 


NewoGatTe (same day). 


Per Stone of 8 pounds (dead), 
a *@ — Se 

Bast oi +s 8 “4.00:3.3 
Mutton....... 24-—3 0 
Wel odscanes 3s 8—5 0 
WOGE. ccccthces 28s8—4 0 
Uv 


Lamb ....... 0 00 


City, Jan. 22, 1823. 


BACON. 


This article is a little more in 
demand; and a shilling per cwt. 
more is asked by thé shippers; say 
26s. to 27s. on board. Landed 30s. 
to 32s. 


BUTTER. 


. Notwithstanding the unusual se- 
‘verity of the weather, which, under 
any other circumstances than the 
present, would have caused an ad- 
vance of 10s. or 15s. in the price of 





Qn. ey Ae 8 x ¢& 
Wheat 8,798 for 19,558 1 8 Average,44 4 
Barley . .4,316.... 6.808 17 2.......... 31 6 
ee oe GU eeccee Geer 8 Reccccccsce 21 0 
me wses Wests (TO G. cocceeees 2. 0 
Beans . .2,261.... 2,595 9 11..........95 4 
Peas. ....907.... 14064 8 B......000. 32 3 


SmitHrietp, Monday, Jan. 20th. 
Per Stone of 8 pounds (alive). 


s «. a «¢ 
__. Ferree 3 0to4 O 
Mutton....... 3 0—3 8 
WOE bectccde 40—5 O 
ee 3 0—4 O 
See ‘cnuteci 0 0—0d0 0 


Beasts ., . 2,664 | Sheep .. .20,400 
Calves .... 110] Pigs ...... 270 


Butter ; notwithstanding this, the 
Butter market has not advanced 
more thana shilling or two per cvt. 
The truth is, there is no confidence. 
The extensive failure which we 
mentioned some time ago, occa- 
sioned a shock, the effects of which 
are still felt. 
Carlow, 80s. to 83s.—Belfast, 775. 
to 79s.—Dublinand Waterford. 705. 
to 72s.—Newry, 73s. to 75s.—Cork 
and Limerick, 70s.-—Dutch, none. 


7 CHEESE. 
_ In this article very little is do- 
ing; and prices are nominal, 





ten) eh Sie ee ‘4 
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